
Order of Service – June 21, 2020 

Breaking bread with the world.                                                                                                  

Isaiah 40:25-31. Philippians 4:4-9. John 1:1-18 

Welcome and Acknowledgement 
We proudly and lovingly acknowledge the land and territory that we pray on as a 
congregation and family of the church. We acknowledge and pray for the peoples, 
ancestors, and presence of the Indigenous peoples in the different locations we each 
gather. We also acknowledge all of the Indigenous, Métis, and Inuit of this great land 
of Turtle Island and their ancestors, and all seven generations before and after us in 
this place, this church, and country of Canada. Thanks be to God for all creation. 
 
Centering                                                                                                                                                    
Creator, you bent the earth like a bow until it was one, round, shining planet. At your 
word the land was drawn into mountains and tundra, forests and prairies; the waters 
were gathered together into rivers, lakes and seas. Many times, when people crossed 
these seas from other lands they broke the circle of your creation by their greed and 
violence and they shattered the lives of others. Creator renew the circle of the earth 
and turn the hearts of all people to one another; that they and all the earth may live 
and be drawn toward you through the love of Jesus our brother who lives with you 
and the Sacred Spirit in the circle of the Trinity, forever One. Amen 

Prayer of Confession 
For all that separates our hearts from God and from all that closes our eyes to God’s 
love... 
For what we have done, left undone, and what has been done on our behalf... 
For the pride that prevents us from forgiving others, as we have been forgiven... 
Great Spirit God forgive us. Create in us hearts that know only love and spirits 
renewed by your inclusive compassion and acceptance of all.  
 
Words of Assurance                                                                                                                                        
God the Creator, our Great Spirit, from the depths of our hearts we give you thanks. 
We say thank you, now and forever. From the place of the rising sun in the East, to 
the South where the warm winds blow, from the West where the soft rain comes, to 
the coldness of the North. We unite with all creation from the four directions to join 
in the everlasting thanksgiving and praise for the gift of our brother Jesus the Christ.                                                                           
(University Episcopal Community at The Univ. of MN) 



Table fellowship 
Come to this table to meet life-giving Spirit and celebrate diversity in creation as 
reflected in our search for truth, justice, and wholeness. Come and find, meet and 
hold the living, loving, Great Spirit God made new for us in creation’s gifts. We come 
with thanksgiving for our very breath, the warmth of sun, and the sustaining waters. 
We come with thanksgiving for life all around us: the plants, soft grasses, and 
sheltering trees. We come with thanksgiving for the ones that crawl, those that 
swim, and those that fly.We come with thanksgiving for the four-legged and the two-
legged. We come with thanksgiving for all our relations! 

Thanksgiving  
Spirit of life, we thank you for the love we share here today.  
We thank you for bread and cup, symbols of welcome and of community.  
We thank you for the life of Jesus our brother who ate meals with strangers and 
outcasts, who accepted the hospitality of those who were rejected by society.  
Our friend Jesus welcomed little children and blessed them, holding them up as 
examples of God's way of being.  
He challenged abuse and lifted up those who were beaten down.  
He showed us how inclusive and welcoming God's love is.  
Jesus, our guide, prepared a table and welcomed everyone to this feast of life.  

Breaking the Bread                                                                                                                                          
This bread, grown from seeds, reminds us of the earth that feeds us.  
This bread, shaped by loving hands, reminds us of the community that sustains us.  
This bread, broken and shared, reminds us that we are not alone.  
This is the bread of life.  

Pouring the Cup                                                                                                                                                
This juice, harvested from sweet grapes, reminds us of the blessings that surround 
us.  
This cup, held up in celebration, reminds us of all that gives our life joy.  
This cup, poured out, reminds us of love poured without ceasing.  
This is the cup of blessing.                                                                                                                               
(With thanks…) 

 



Prayer of Creation 
Creator God, Great Spirit, whose compassion has been known in our lives more times 
than we can count, we open our hearts and souls to the needs of this world. On this 
National Indigenous Peoples Day, we acknowledge the great injustices perpetrated 
against those who lived on and cared for this land long before our ancestors arrived. 
We pray that with compassion and determination we will continue to make ourselves 
aware of the impact of Residential Schools, the Sixties Scoop, and the suppression of 
Indigenous culture and tradition so that the legacy of colonization is acknowledged 
by each of us.  

Creator God, Great Spirit, you call us to relationships rooted in equality and respect. 
This day we covenant to be more aware of the racism that the Indigenous, Métis and 
Inuit people of this country experience. We commit ourselves to raise our voices 
when we hear prejudiced comments, to guide others in the sacred direction of 
celebrating diversity that is Your gift to humanity. 

Creator God, Great Spirit, in the quiet of our hearts and through the witness of our 
beings we pray thanks for Your accompaniment on the journey toward individual and 
communal wisdom and understanding. Let us who are the Church stand in solidarity 
and true to Jesus’ call to reconcile with sisters and brothers. Creator God, Great 
Spirit, hear our prayers and guide our actions from this moment on.                                                                                              
(Rev. Carolyn Wilson Wynne. UCC)                        

Blessing                                                                                                                                                        
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit within 
your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the center of this Sacred Circle 
through which all of creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and 
compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with respect and 
commitment as we grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and forever. Amen                                                                                         
(Adapted from University Episcopal Community at The Univ. of MN) 

 
 
 


